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3. Cuba is also of value to the USSR as an operational 
base from which the revolution in Latin America can be furthered 
by propagands, the indoctrination and training ef militants, gun- 
running, sod other clandestine operations. For the Soviets, hew- 
ever, this use is incidental and auxiliary to the political impact 
of the Cubae revolutionary example. 


4. With the passage of tims, the Soviet stake in Cuba has 
come to be defensive as well as offensive. The USSR's prestige 
hae become iuvelved with Castro's fortunes, and Moscow's 
political commitment to the survival and success of the Cuban 
revolution is deepening. In the past year the Soviets have re- 


& Cuba could be used by the USSR as a military base from 
which to threaten the US. With the growth of Soviet strategic capa- 
bilities, however, installations on Cuba would add little to the weight 
of attack which the Soviets could direct against the US. The USSR‘'e 
chief motive for the cstablishment of, for example, a medium- 
range missile base on Cuba would therefore be to deter an anticl- 
pated US military intervention against Castro.. 


6. The USSR almost certainly recognises, however, that 


“Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000100010001-4 


Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000100010001-4 


in gum, we believe that the Soviets’ stake ia Castre, 
composed of both the great hopes they place in his revolution 

loss of prestige which they would suffer upon its 
downfall, ls high. They would probably be willing te accept 


the 
of the Castro regime. If its existence were threatened, 
Soviets would deploy all the political weapons at their command 


: time 

possible, in political terms to the US, aad at the same 

eeck to repair their prestige rapidly with some visible triumph 
elsewhere in the world. 
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FOR THE BOARD OF NATPNAL ESTIMATES: 


ABBOT SMITH 
Acting Chairman 
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10 August 1962 


MEMORANDUM 


A panel of the Board of National Estimates and 
Mr, Harvey have checked the Director's draft 
memorandum dated 10 August. Attached is a re- 
vised clean text embodying several editorial 
revisions for clarification, but no substantive 
change. 

The Board of National Estimates points out that 
the last sentence of the Memorandum is contrary 
to NIE 85-2-62, conclusion C (page 1) and para- 
graphs 27-29 (pages 7-8). The Board believes that 
the prospect of the USSR locating medium range 


missiles in Cuba is slight. 


vdeo rh ddd 
Re Mowta 
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